OLD TESTAMENT READINGS

Isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the
shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death
forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will
take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and

rejoice in his salvation.

Isaiah 61:1-3

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.

Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness. “ The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “ therefore I will hope in him.” The Lord
is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the
salvation of the Lord. For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve

anyone.

Wisdom 3:1-5, 9

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the
foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going from us
to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of others they were punished, their
hope is full of immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God
tested them and found them worthy of himself; those who* trust in him will understand truth, and the
faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over
his elect.

Job 19:21-27a

Job answered, “ Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has touched me!
Why do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh? O that my words were written down! O
that they were inscribed in a book! O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock
forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my
skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes
shall behold, and not another.”

Ecclesiastes 3King James Version (KJV)

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;
A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;



A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain
from embracing;
A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS

Romans 8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39
All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “ Abba!
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ— if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with
cager longing for the revealing of the children of God; Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus,
who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

I Corinthians 15:20-26, 35-38, 42-44, 53-5§

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through a
human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so
all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those
who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he
has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies
under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. But someone will ask, “ How are the dead raised?
With what kind of body do they come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for
what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other
grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. So it is with the
resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it
is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a
spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. For this perishable body must put on
imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts on
imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:
Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “ Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in
the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.



2 Corinthians 4:6-5:9

We do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight
of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be
seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we know that
if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling— if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. For
while we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be
unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He
who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So
we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or
away, we make it our aim to please him.

I John 3:1-2
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this:

when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.

Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice,
saying, “ Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all
the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “ Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “ Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” I said to him, “ Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to
me, “ These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will
shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor
any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Revelation 21:2-7

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I'heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “ See, the home of God is among
mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no
more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said,“ See, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “ Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”Then he said
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will

be their God and they will be my children.”



GOSPEL READINGS

John 5:24-27

Jesus said, “ Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life. Very truly, I tell you, the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.

For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; and he has
given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.”

John 6:37-40

Jesus said, “ Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to
me [ will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the
will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of
all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that
all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last

day.”

John 10:11-16
Jesus said, “ I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The

hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away— and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. 1
know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And
I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”

John 11:21-27

Martha said to Jesus, “ Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “ Your brother will rise again.”Martha
said to him, “ I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her,“ I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives

and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “ Yes, Lord, I believe that you are
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

John 14:1-6

Jesus said to his disciples, “ Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where [ am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to

him, “ Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “ I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”



PSALMS

Psalm 23 (King James Version)

The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; *
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul; *
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; *
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; *
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 23 (Book of Common Prayer)

The Lord is my shepherd; *

therefore can I lack nothing.

He shall feed me in a green pasture, *
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.

He shall convert my soul, *
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; *
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.

Thou shalt prepare a table before me in the presence of them that trouble me; *
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.

Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; *

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

From the Book of Common Prayer
Other suitable Psalms include 27, 42, 46, 90, 106, 116, 121, 130, and 139



Hymns

Hymn 208 Alleluia! The Strife is O’er
Antiphon (at the beginning)
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Hymn 358 Christ, the Victorious, Give to Your Servants
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Hymn 620 Jerusalem, My Happy Home
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Hymn 623 O What Their Joy and Their Glory Must Be
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Hymn 624 Jerusalem the Golden
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Hymn 625 Ye Holy Angels Bright
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Hymn 645 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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6 faill - eth neyv - e Good Shep - herd, may I
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1 I am his, and he is mine for ov - er.
2 pas - tures  grow, with food ce - les - dal feed - eth.
3 gent - Ty laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
4 com - fort still,  thy cross  be - fore to guide me.
5 of de - light from thy pure chal - ice flow -  eth!
6 sing thy praise with - in thy  house for ev - er.

Hymn 665 All My Hope on God Is Founded
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1 All my hope on God is found - ed; he doth still my
2 Mor - tal pride and earth - Iy glo - ry, sword and crown be -
8 God’s great good - ness e'er en - dur - eth, deep his wis - dom
¥4  Dai - ly doth theal - might - vy Giv - er boun - teous gifts  on
5 Sdll from earth to God e - ter - mnal sac - ri - fice of
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1 wust e - new, me  through change and chance he
2 way our wust; though  with care and toil we
3 pass - ing thought splen - dor, light, and life at -
1 us be - stow; his de - sire our soul de -
5 praise be done, high a - bove all prais - es
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1 guid - eth, on - Iy good and on - ly true. God un -
2 build them, tower and tem - ple fall to dust. But God’s
3 tend him, heau - ty spring - eth out of nought. Fv - e -
1 ligh - teth, plea - sure leads us where we go. Love doth
5 prais - ing for  the gift of Christ, his Son. Christ doth
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1 known, he a - lone calls my heart to  be his own.
2 power, hour by hour, is my tem - ple and my tower.
3 rmore from his storc ncw-horn  worlds  rise and a - dorc.
4 stand at | his hand; joy doth  wait on his com - mand.
5 call one and all:  ve who fol - low shall not fall.

Hymn 671 Amazing Grace
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1 A - maz - ing grace! how sweet the sound, that
2 Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 The Lord has prom - ised good 10 me, his
1 Through man - ¥y dan - gers, toils, and snares, I
*5  When we've been there ten thou - sand years,  bright
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1 saved a wretch  like mc! I once was lost. hut
2 grace my fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did  that
3 word my hope se - cures; he will my shicld and
4 have al - rea - dy come;  tis grace that brought me
5 shin - ing as the sun, we've no less days to
J -] < . | | g ~N ; | |
‘):L 14 ‘ 1 77 Q 1 g |' ! i o i |I r L i
v . | . F T F I T I I T r_‘
o/
b N — ] I T fr—— } f T i |
&———p EsEEs ===~
'Y : - ﬁ rL f’ =
L /
1 now am found, was blind  but now I scce.
2 grace ap - pear  the hour I first be - lieved!
3 por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
4 safe thus lar, and grace  will lead me home.
5 sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.
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The melody may be sung in canon at distances of either two or three beats.

Hymn 680 O God, Our Help in Ages Pasts
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1 O God, our help in a-ges pas,, our hope for years to come,
2 un - der the sha-dow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
8 Be - fore the hills in or-der stood, or carth re - ceived her  frame,
1 A thou-sand a - ges  in thy sight are like an eve - ning gone;
5 Time like an c¢v - cr - roll-ing strcam, bears all our years a - way
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1 our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
2 suf - fi-cient is thine arm -lone, and our de-fense is surc.
3 from ev - er - last - ing thou art God, to end-less years the same.
1 short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the nis - ing sun.
5 they fly, for - got - ten, a dleamdles at the o - pening day.
?ﬁ—l—'—i—’—ﬁ—l—f—Jo i—J—I—J—“
I‘ \ | | | 2" 1 |
I { 1 \ | | | 11 |

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our }101')(‘, for y(‘.ars to come,

Hymn 688 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

be thou our guide while life shall last,
and our eternal home.
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1 A might - v for ress is our God, a bul - wark nev - er
2 Dhd we in  our own strength con -fide, our striv - ing would be
3 And though this world, with dev - ils filled, should threat-en to un-
4 That word a - bove all earth - ly powers, no thanks to them, a -
L4 Ly 44 ded o .
oot = sy =
T T T T T
' — | Dmi
& J | [
- - r | N )
R I A
faﬂ ing; our help - er  he a - mid the flood
los - ing; were not the right man on our side,
do us; we will mnot fear, for God hath willed
bid - eth; the Spi - rit  and the gifts are ours
e - | 4 d J e J
. & I T | r J T |oad
§ g - | & o | N . o
(\Er | . ] . T I I { i
f | I p——— R |
I ' | I i s —————— — J — |
Sy Py I Py II ] 1 I
[ )] — L 4
e s 5
of mor-tal ills pre - wvail - ing: for still  our an-cient foe
the man of God’s own choos - ing: dost ask  who that may ber
his truth to  tri - umph through us; the prince of dark-ness grim,
through him who with sid - eth: let goods and kin-dred go,
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doth seek 0 work us woe; his crafl and power are great,
Christ Je - sus, it is he; Lord Sa - ba - oth his Name,
we wem - ble not for him;  his rage we can en - dure,
this mor - tal  life al 503 the bo - dy they may kill:

Hymn 6g9o Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
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and, armed with cru - el hate, on earth is not his - qual
from age  to age the same, and he must win  the hat - tle.
for lo! his doom is sure, one lit - tle word shall fell him.
God’s truth a bid - eth still, his  king-dom is for ev - er.
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1 Guide me, O thou great  Je - ho-vah, pil - grim through (his
2 O -pen now the «ays - tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
3 When [ wead the  verge of Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land; I am weak, but thou art might - y;
stream doth flow; let the fire and coud - y pil - lar
fears sub - side; death of death, and hell’s de - struc-tion,
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hold me with thy power - ful hand; bread - ven,
lead me all my jour - ney through; strong de - liv - erer,
land me safe on Ca - naan’s side; songs of prais - es,
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bread of hea - ven, feed me now and ev - er -
strong de - Liv - erer, be thou  still my strength and
songs of prais - es, 1 will ev - er give to
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more, feed me  now and eV - ¢er - more.
shield, be thou still my strength and shield.
thee 1 will ev - er give to thee.
o . >

. * 7\9 T i » T ® L & |

OIH O Iud | | 1 f I » » I 1 |
S | - . : | H



Hymn 376 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee
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1 Joy-ful, joy - ful, we a - dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;
2 All thy works with  joy sur-round thee, earth and heaven re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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hearts un - fold like flowers be - fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro-ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way;

Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, bloom-ing mea-dow, flash - ing sea,
Thouour Fa - ther, Christour Bro-ther: all who live in love are thine;
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giv. - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.

chant - ing bird and  flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.

teach_~  us how to love each o - ther, lift us to the joy di-vine.
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